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“The Better Angels of our Nature” Viewing Guide 
1. Why were thousands of glass-plate negatives of Matthew Brady photographs sold to gardeners?

2. What was the full name of the southern general who surrendered at Appomattox?

3. How many Union soldiers were killed when the steamboat “Sultana’s” boiler blew up?

4. What happened to Edwin Ruffin, the old Virginia secessionist who had fired one of the first shots at Fort Sumter?

5. What play did President & Mrs. Lincoln attend at Ford’s Theater?

6. What was the full name of the man that shot Lincoln? 
7. When did Lincoln die?  
8. Where was Lincoln buried?

9. Who watched the funeral procession from his grandfather’s window?

10. Where did the former president of the Confederacy, Jefferson Davis, try to escape to?

11. What was special about the death of Private John J. Williams?

12. Of the 3 ½ million men who went to war, how many died?

13. What fraction of the South’s white men of military age died?

14. In 1866, one-fifth of Mississippi’s state budget was spent on _____________   _________.

15. Elisha Hunt Rhodes started the war in 1861 as a Private.  What rank did he eventually achieve after the war?

16. Who was an honorary pallbearer at General William Tecumseh Sherman’s funeral?

17. How many years did Confederate president Jefferson Davis spend in prison?

18. What was special about Hiram Revels?

19. Clara Barton founded the American _______   ________.

20. Who was the first Imperial Wizard of the Klu Klux Klan?

21. What happened to Robert E. Lee after the war?  He became president of _______ College.

22. Who died penniless, one week after finishing his memoirs, which later sold ½ million copies?

23. In 1913, the government held an encampment for the 50th Anniversary of the battle of Gettysburg.  When they reenacted Pickett’s charge, what did the old Union soldiers do?

24. In what year did Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain finally die from his Civil War wound?
25. (Not in the video) In your own words, what was the overall effect of the Civil War? 
